TE 920

Social Analysis of Educational Policy
Spring 2011
Gary Sykes                                                                                                  Thursday
116M Erickson                                                                                            4:10 – 7pm
353-9337                                                                                                     112 Bessey Hall
garys@msu.edu
Office Hours: by appointment

What the Course is About
This course treats a set of ideas or ideals that underlie educational policy together with some challenges to those ideals.  What ideals?  These six: freedom, democracy, equality of opportunity, social justice, rights, and multi-culturalism.

We also will explore arguments for the Liberal State based on the pursuit of liberal values and ideals.  What justifies government intervention in human affairs, when palpable evidence abounds as to the deleterious effects of government actions?  One answer might be, the pursuit of goals, values, or ideals that are held as dear or foundational by some collectivity—nation, state, society, organization, or community; and which cannot be realized solely through the aggregate of individual actions, choices, interests, and preferences. 

To consider these ideals and the challenges, we will read some classic texts and some syntheses of classic texts; mostly political philosophy, some history and economics.
Here’s what I’d like you to learn: (1) to understand more deeply these foundational ideals for U.S. educational policy; (2) to explore how these ideals might operate or play a part in educational policy; and (3) to compare these ideals and their role in the US with comparable values and ideals as represented by the non-U.S. students in our class.
What You’ll Do
First I’m hoping everyone will have the courage to speak up in class.  Some of the material we read will be challenging, but I really want each of you to respond to questions and to do your part in class discussions, even if your thoughts are tentative and not well-formed.  This is an important part of learning from and in discussions.

Then, I have 4 written assignments planned and each is described in files on our Angel site.  They amount to a largish concluding paper; a medium length essay; and 2 short response essays to what we are reading and discussing.
How I’ll Grade

Reading Responses 20%

Values Essay  30%

Final Essay 30%

Class Participation 20%

What we’ll Read

I’ll have some readings posted on the Angel site, but we’ll also be reading a bunch of books.  These are the texts for you to purchase; lowest prices on used copies may be accessed via www.bestbookbuys.com; or on Amazon.
Gutmann, A.  1987.  Democratic education.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Foner, E.  1998.  The story of American freedom.  New York: W. W. Norton.

Hayek, F. A.  2007.  The road to serfdom.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Hirschman, A.  1991.  The rhetoric of reaction.  Perversity, futility, and jeopardy.  Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University.

Miller, D.  1999.  Principles of social justice.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Roemer, J.  1998.  Equality of opportunity.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Schlesinger, A.  1992.  The Disuniting of America.  New York: W. W. Norton & Co.

Taylor, C. (Ed. Gutmann, A.). 1994.  Multiculturalism.  Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Course Schedule
Week 1.  Introduction to the Course

Week 2.  The Problem with Ideals: Conflicts
Reading:  Berlin

                Green

Weeks 3-4.  Freedom
Reading:  Foner
Weeks 5-6.   Democracy
Reading:  Gutmann, 1987
Weeks 7-8.  Social Justice 3/17
Reading:  Miller

Week 9.   Equality of Opportunity  3/24
Reading: Roemer; Green
Week 10-11.  Rights   3/31
Reading:  Declaration of Independence
               U.S. Bill of Rights


   U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights

   Stone
Weeks 12-13.  Multi-culturalism  4/7, 4/14
Reading:  Gutmann 2003
                Schlesinger

Weeks 14-15.  Government 4/21, 4/28
Reading:  Hirschman
                Hayek


    Oakeshott
Articles to Read
Berlin, I. 1998. The pursuit of an ideal.  In I. Berlin: The proper study of mankind 

(pp. 1-17).  New York: Farrar, Giroux, & Strauss
Fraser, N. 2000.  Rethinking recognition.  New left review 3, 107-120.
Green, T.  1983.  Equality, equity, and excellence.  In L. Shulman & G. Sykes (Eds).  Handbook of teaching and policy (pp. 318-341).  New York: Longman

Green T.  1994.  Policy questions: A conceptual study.  Education Policy Analysis Archives 2 (7).  Retrieved from http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v2n7.html.
Okin, S. M.  1999. Is multiculturalism bad for women?  Boston Review.
Oakeshott, M.  1991. Rationalism in politics and other essays (pp. 6-42).  Indianapolis: Liberty Press.   [essay, On being conservative]  
Stone, D.  2002 (Rev. Ed.).  Policy Paradox.  New York: Norton. (Chapter 14. “Rights”).
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